Patient safety authority fights Gov. Corbeit's plan to roll it into the Department of Health -... Page 1 of 3

PODIATRY

VISIT US ONLINE . pafeetcom [610.4371600

HOME DELIVERY PLACE ANAD CLASSIFIEDS JOBS CARS REALESTATE APARTMENTS STORE

HOME NEWS POLICE SPORTS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE HEALTH OPINION BLOGS OBITS VIDEC

WORKOUT WINNERS  WELLNESS FITNESS HEART DISEASE WOMEN'S HEALTH FAMILY SENIORS LVHEALTH HEALTH CALENDAR

Home — Collections — Health Care
Ads By Google

AARP® Medicare Supplement

Insurance Plans insured by
UnitedHealthcare Ins Co. Free info
aarp-medicaresupplement.com

Pre-existing conditions?
Affordable health plans that cover pre-
existing conditions
HealthinsuranceRates.tv

PODIATRY

pateet.com | 5104371800

RELATED ARTICLES

Corbett eyes tobacco funds intended for
health care
March 21. 2011

Faults found at Easton Hospital: State
inspectlon finds...
Cctober 16, 2014

Pennsylvania's ¢hildren deserve better from
Corbett budget...
February 25, 2012

Adwatch: Pennsylvania Governor's race
Oclober 28, 2610

On anniversary of health care law, little
resolved
March 22. 2011

FIND MORE STORIES ABOUT
Health Care

Pennsylvania

http://articles.mcall.com/2012-03-13/health/me-pennsylvania-independent-health-authoriti...

Safety authority opposes Corbett's
budget plan

Health Care Cost Containment Council also would lose
independence.

March 13, 2012 | By Tim Darragh, Of The Morning Call

To the voracious slate budget, the Pennsylvania Patient Safety Authority doesn't even zate as a snack.

And the equally obseure Peansylvania Heaflh Care Cost Contalnment Counci accounts for @ few crumbs on the taxpayer-
pald plate.

But the two agencies have something going for them that most of Harrisburg's much larger state bureaucracies de not:
independence.

The agencies, which collect and analyze data used fo make hospitals and other healih care institulions safer and more
efficient, say that belng abave political Influence is cruclal to their effectiveness, which Is why supportees are baginning to
push back against Gov. Tom Corbett's plan to move thern under the ving of the state Department of Health.
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The safaty authority's board last week adopted a resolution calling on Corbett and the General Assembly to leave it alene,
saying the consolidation would diminish its information collection and education.

"Thess people have built great relationships, great trust,” the authority's chainnan, Stan Smullens, sald tis week. "We're
vety, very concerned that trust wilk be taken away.”

The authority collects information on mistakes and "near misses" thal occur In health care institutions. It guaraniees the
senders that the information wilt not identify them, a practico that resuits in much rmore information being shared,

With its analysls, the state’s hospitals have gotfen imporiant feedback on issues such as wrong-site surgeries, hospifal-
associated infections and properly identifying patients. The authority then can advocate for a "best practice,” which likely
has coniributed to decreases in infections and other preventable mishaps.

Identifying and fixing health care mistakes puts Pennsylvania ahead of the curva that will come in 2614 when the federal
health care law takes full effect and puts a premium ¢n reducing unnecessary cosis, added Tery Hyman, ancther board
member.

The board mernbars noled thal the aulhority does not spend taxpayer money. [t is funded by assessments en hospilals and
othes health care providers, an arrangement approved 10 years ago when the state addressed aut-of-control medical
malpractice Insurance rales,

"Fhe trial lawyers, hospitals and doclors are all in favor of this,” Hyman said.
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' Health Tha cost containment council hasn't laken a position on Corbetis plan, sald Executive Direclor Joa Mastin. The council,
: which provides data en outcomes for specific hospitals and olker heaith care providers to identify the most effective and
Tom Corbett efficlent within thelr fields, receives about $2.6 million a year from the siate, Martin said,

Thatwould be about 0.01 percent of the slate's $27.14 billion proposed budget.

Brnging the agencies under the state’s wing would not ham their missions, said Health Department spokeswoman
Chrisline Cronkright.

"We can create cost and operationat eficiencles in administration, white mainlaining firewalls within the department that will
allow separation, while eliminating duplication of resources and servicas,” she said,

More comprehensive reporting would cut paperwork for hospitals and create a single report for consumers, she said. For
axample, both he depariment and the sutharity report on health care-associated infections, Unifying the organizations
would allow them o develop a single repodt that would provide "a!l indicators and one voice for this criticat patient safety
Issue,” Cronkright said,

Third-party ebservers are not sald, however.

"You start rolling them Into the bureaucracy and they lose their identity, their independenca and their effectiveness,” said
Tom Croyle, prosident of the Lehigh Valley Business Coalition on Health Care.
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He said saveral employers already have contacted him aboul fighting the plan.

Similarly, Michael Cohen of the Institute of Safe Medication Praclices in Horsham Township, Montgomery County, which
analyzes the authority’s data, said that putling the regulater and the Information collector tegether would discourage
Individuals and Institutions from reporting incidents that would reflect poosly on them.

"People are going to ba afrald 10 communicate,” he said.

The agency officials said they've had some feedback from fegistators, but that it's oo early lo know where thelr fala s
headed.

"Thelr plan,” Smullens said, “is to lat it go through the budget process.”
fim.darragh@mcatl.com
810 778-2259
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